
January 31, 2017

Dear Chairman Goodlatte and Ranking Member Conyers:

Members of the MIC (Music. Innovation. Consumers.) Coalition are legal users of music that play an essential 
role in making sure music can be heard.  Every day, we play music in our restaurants, taverns, wineries and 
stores, and distribute it over the nation’s airwaves and through the Internet for the enjoyment of consumers.  
The MIC Coalition is committed to a rational, sustainable and transparent system that will drive the future of 
music and ensure that consumers have continued access to music across a variety of platforms, venues and 
services.  

The MIC Coalition applauds the effort with which the House Judiciary Committee has undertaken a multi-
year examination of the Copyright Act to identify areas of current copyright law that are ripe for update.  We 
believe the subject of your first policy proposal, modernization of the Copyright Office, is an area on which 
copyright users and owners, as well as consumers, can find common ground.  We agree with you that it 
is time for Congress to act to bring the Copyright Office into the 21st century through the adoption of new 
user-friendly technologies and by instituting procedures that ensure the office represents the interests of 
owners and users of music.  Additionally, we support the fair and efficient licensing of public performance 
rights for musical works and are united in our desire to advance copyright reform legislation that achieves a 
healthy balance in the new music economy.  Below are further comments on issues raised in the 
Committee’s Policy Proposal.

Copyright Office Advisory Committees
The MIC Coalition supports the Committee’s proposal to develop Copyright Office Advisory Committees, 
and in particular to require that such committees “reflect a wide range of views and interests.”  As 
copyrighted music users, our members have an important perspective to provide on both Copyright 
Office practices and the policies that the Office adopts.  We believe that your proposal to model 
advisory committees at the Copyright Office after those used by other federal agencies such as the 
Patent and Trademark Office, will inject much-needed balance. The music marketplace is rapidly 
changing and new technologies are making distribution of music more efficient.  Our members will 
provide important perspective to the Office on current marketplace practices and the way businesses, both 
large and small, license and use music.  We welcome the opportunity to advise the Register on these 
matters.
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A Searchable Music Database
The opaqueness of the current music marketplace creates uncertainty that disproportionately harms small 
artists and independent publishers, stifles innovation and contributes to consumer piracy.  All stakeholders in 
the music marketplace benefit when current and accurate information about copyright ownership is easily 
accessible.  We believe this transparency is a necessary baseline in creating a more sustainable and equitable 
system, and a good step toward supporting greater fairness in the music marketplace.

For this reason, the MIC Coalition enthusiastically supports the Committee’s recommendation that the Copy-
right Office maintain a searchable, digital database of historical and current copyright ownership information. 
Given the lack of transparency in the music marketplace especially, the MIC Coalition urges the Committee not 
just to encourage, but to require, the inclusion of additional information for musical works – such as licensing 
agents – that would be available to the public. Since its inception, the MIC Coalition has advocated for such a 
system for music; we believe that a transparent, accurate and fully searchable record of music ownership and 
licensing information should be available to everyone.  

The MIC Coalition urges the Committee to define requirements for a database in statute, clearly articulating its 
technical and operational requirements.  To assist the Committee with the next step of writing database legisla-
tion, we have developed a set of goals, which are outlined below.  This is a guide for the development of a data-
base that contains both ownership and licensing information.  We believe that such a database should include 
the following core elements in order to be meaningful, useful and supported by both music users and music 
owners:

A Public Resource Accessible to All

The database should be controlled by the government; however, its construction and maintenance may be 
contracted to a private, third-party entity.

Adequate resources and staffing should be designated for the design, creation and maintenance of the database.

The system must be available for public use.

The service should be available to the public for free, however scaled fees for bulk use or advanced or specialized 
features may be appropriate.

The name of the work and its International Standard Musical Work Code (ISWC), and all unique International 
Standard Recording Codes (ISRC) associated with each ISWC; 

The authors(s), publisher(s), associated Performing Rights Organizations (PRO(s)), and record labels which own 
or control any interest in the performance of the work; 

Artists who have performed the work; and

Contact information for all copyright owners to a work including heirs of decedents.

Accurate, Complete and Transparent Data
Music ownership and licensing information must be accurate, available on a work-by-work basis, and include at least 
the following:

1.

2.

3.
4.

Given the significant penalties for infringement of copyright, particularly willful infringement, there should be 
incentives for both keeping database information accurate in real time, and for users to rely on the accuracy 
of the data. 
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The MIC Coalition’s members have united to be a powerful voice for positive change and greater balance and 
transparency in the music world.  Many of our member organizations will express opinions and file comments 
on additional recommendations included within the Committee’s proposal.  However, on the two issues of 
balance and transparency our members all strongly agree.  

We commend you for your insight into steps that will make the Copyright Office more efficient for decades to 
come and look forward to participating in conversations with you and your staff as well as other stakeholders 
in the music ecosystem.  We also pledge to assist in the process of developing legislation on the issues we have 
identified in these comments.  Please contact the MIC Coalition’s co-director, Elizabeth Frazee, should you 
have any questions about these comments.  

Deposit information should be modernized.  

Registrants and owners should be able to complete registration and update ownership and licensing 
information online.

Information should be presented in a clear and functional format that is easily understood by all users.

Users and owners should have the ability to flag errors or inconsistencies.

Prior to becoming operational, the database should be made available in beta form, subject to public notice 
and comment, and thereafter approved by a significant body of copyright owners and users or user group 
organizations to ensure it includes all required data and is to be made available in a manner that achieves its 
intended purposes.

Comprehensive Search Capability

The database should be searchable by all of the fields identified above.

Any person must be able to search the database.

The MIC Coalition
American Beverage Licensees
American Hotel & Lodging Association
Computer & Communications Industry Association 
Consumer Technology Association
Digital Media Association
National Association of Broadcasters
National Restaurant Association
National Religious Broadcasters Music License Committee 
Radio Music License Committee
WineAmerica
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